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THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
seven o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

ENGINES RUNNING ON THE EASTERN
RAILWAY (SECOND SECTION).

MB. S. H. PARKER, in accordancet
with notice, asked the Commissioner of
Railways if the engine that runs daily'
on the Eastern Railway to Ohidlow's '
Well did not return tender first, and.
thus materially injure the permanent'
way; and, if so, the reason why the'
engine is thus run with the cow-catcher
in the rear F He was informed that
the new engines recently introduced for
working this line were specially con-
structed so as to reduce the injury to
the line, caused by heavy traction, to a
minimum. They were made with bogie
wheels in front so as to resist the pres-'
sure as much as possible when turning
curves, etc., but without bogie wheels at
the rear, the intention being that they
should be reversed on the return journey.
But he understood that the engine never
was reversed, so that any advantages
which otherwise might be had by working
these specially constructed engines was
lost, and the wear and tear was much'
more than it would be if the engine was
reversed, with the bogie wheels in front.
If it should be said that the reason why
the engines were not reversed was because
there were no appliances to do so, he
would remind the House that turn-tables
were imported for theRailway Department,

long ago, and he should like to know
why they had not been laid down, and
availed of.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Mr. C. T. Mason) said that had
he been aware exactly what information
the hon. member wished for, be should
have framed his reply at more length.
As it was, his answer would be strictly
a reply to the question on the notice
paper, and it was this: the new locomo-
tives that now run to Chidlow's Well are
tank engines without tenders.

MR. S. H. PARKER: Pardon me, that's
no reply at aM to my question. That is
only an evasion of the question. I
am astonished that an hon. gentleman
occupying a seat on the Treasury Bench
should attempt to evade a question in
that manner.

MR. SH1ENTON moved the adjourn-
ment of the House. He was quite as
much surprised as the hon. member who
put the question that so curt a reply
should have been given to it by an hon.
gentleman who had only held a seat in
the House a few days. *He thought that
the question asked was one that the
House had every right to demand a
proper reply to.

MR. STEEBE seconded the motion for
adjournment. He hoped himself that
the House would adjourn, in order that
they might have a proper answer to a very
proper question. He also must express
his great surprise indeed that the Com-
missioner should have sought to evade
the question-for it was nothing else
but an evasion. The question was one
seriously affecting the working of the
Eastern Railway, and a question in
which the public at large were consider-
ably in~tested.- To that question no
ans'wer hd been given at all, and until
the Commissioner of Railways was pre-
pared to give it a proper answer, he
hoped the House would adjourn.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) said he had looked at the
Commissioner's reply and it was brief
-he would not say curt-it was true.
But he was sure the hon. gentleman did
not mean it as an evasion, but a plain
answer to a plain question. It was
simply this-that the new locomotives
used on the Eastern Railway were tank
engines, without tenders. He understood
these engines were adapted to run either
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fly. The Commissioner, no doubt,
speaking to the motion for adjournment,
would be able to explain.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Mr. C. T. Mason) said he was
very sorry indeed that his answer should*
have been misunderstood. As he stated
at first, had he known that the hon.
member wished for the information re-
ferred to in his explanatory remarks
when putting the question, he should
have given him a fuller answer. But he
simply had the notice paper to guide him,
and he did not know what the hon.
member's object was in putting the
question. Had he done so he should have
given a very full and complete answer to
his question. All hon. members who
had travelled on this line must be aware
that for some time the line was worked
by means of tender engines, the tank
engines not having arrived; and that it
was customary to run the other engines
tender first. He was under the impres-
sion that the hon. member for Perth
thought that the two tank engines which
had lately arrived were not running, and
that this was why he had put his
question. Far be it from him to evade
anything, or to give an evasive reply to
hon. members in that House, and he was
very sorry indeed that he had been
misunderstood. If the hon. member
would carefully consider his question,
which was this-whether the engine that
runs daily to Chidlow's Well does not
return tender first,-

Mn. PARKER: Go on. Read the
whole question.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A. P. Hensinan): Order, order.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Mr. C. T. Mason) said his
answer to that question was certainly
brief, but, as he had already said, he
thought the hon. member was referring
to the engines formerly running, and that
he did not know whether the new engines
were being worked. [Mr. Pxnn: Non-
sense.] The hon. member said nonsense.
He simply stated his impression. Of
course as they did not run the engines
tender first, there was no necessity to
answer the latter part of the question.
He said again he was sorry be should
have been misunderstood, but his answer
was framed before he came to the House
from the question on the notice paper,

and if the hon. member would give any
other notice of the question which h e
really wanted an answer to, he should be
most happy to reply to it more fully.

MR. S. H. PARKER: The hon. gentle-
man says he was under the impression
that I referred to the tender engines that
used to run some time ago, and not to
the engines running now. If he will
kindly read the question he will see that
it does not refer to any engines that had
been running formerly, but to " the
engine that run daily to Chidlow's Well."
When you ask a question in the present
tense, you do not refer to the past. The
hon. gentleman says he thought I was
referring to the tender engines; he must
know perfectly well that those engines
have no cow-catchers attached to them.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Mr. 0. T. Mason): Let me tell
you that they have.

Mu. PARKER: At any rate my ques-
tion was directed to the engines that are
now running daily, and the bon. gentle-
man knew perfectly well what the ques-
tion was. The hon. gentleman has not
attempted to answer the latter part of the
question-whether the running of these
engines tender first does not materially
in~jure the permanent way; nor does he
give any reason why the engine is thus
run with the cow-catcher in the rear.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A. P. Hensman): This is not a very
great question, and although I have not
had the opportunity of knowing so much
about cow-catchers as the hon. member
opposite (Mr. Parker), or my hon. friend
on the right (the Commissioner), I may
be pardoned if I say a word or two on
the question before the House. If there
has been any misunderstanding, I think
the hon. member himself is to blame for
it. If he looks at his question he will
see that the answer is absolutely an
answer to his question. The hon. member
asks" if the engine that runs daily to
Chidlow's well does not return tender
first? " Well, the answer is that there
is no tender; therefore the engine cannot
return tender first. rThe question pro-
ceeds as follows, " and thus materially
injure the permanent way "-that was
to say by returning tender first. The
answer is that there is no tender first.
Then the lion. member asks why the
engine is thus run V The answer is
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obvious-the engine does not so run.1Ithe London and Westminster Bank, at
The whole thing turns on whether there current rates of interest, to the credit of
is a tender or not. I think it would be the colony' Steps have already been
better if the hon. member in future taken, with a view to investing a portion
would make his questions a little more of the Loan referred to in this colony.
clear, and then perhaps he would get a
more clear answer. I submit that, as NEW GOVERNMENT OFFICES.
regards the answer given to the present 1In reply to Mr. SHENTON,
question, it is a perfect answer-there ie TnCLNA ERTR Hn
no tender; and the whole of the three TECLNA ERTR Hn
propositions depend on whether there is M. Fraser) said the reason why the new
a tender or not. wing of the Government Offices at Perth

The motion for the adjournment of the had not been occupied by the different
House was then put, and Mr. Parker departments for whom it was erected,
called for a division, the result being- was because the necessary fittings and

Ayes ... .~ .. 9 furniture have not as yet been provided.

Noes ... ... ... 12 RESERVATION FROM SALE OF KIM-
- B ERLEY SUGAR LANDS.

Majority against .. ME. GRANT, in accordance with notice,
Arrs. Non. moved, "Ta Vidn the rcitof full

Mr. Burt Hon. M. Fraer "Tha co pleenomin ryteipt rnMr, Corry ,Hon. A. P. Hesngn "ncopeeifraonbthGvr-
Mr. crowuie non. J. Forrest "ient respecting our Kimberley lands,
Mr. Gmento Mr. Brown "it is desirable that no alienation by sale
Mr. Steer. Mr. Hamnersley "of any sugar lands in that district be
Mr, Vei. Mr. LoJm "npermnitted." The hon. member said
MT. S. H. Porker (TcfLer).' Mr. Mnmion that, according to his mind, there was a

Mr. S. S. Parker
Mr. HRadell very considerable quantity of land, bun-
Mr. Mason (Teller). dreds of thousands of acres, in the

The motion for adjournment was there- Kimberley district, suitable for sugar
fore negatived, plantations. He said so from his know-

ledge of Queensland sugar lands, and
EXPENiDITURE ON TBTED SECTION, hon. members were aware of the great

EASTERN RAILWAY, importance which the sugar industry had
In reply to Mr. SHENTON, of late years attained in that colony,
THn COMMISSIONER OP RAIL- where a good deal of land, which in its

WAYS (Mr. 0. T. Mason) said the unimproved state was not worth more
amount expended to date in the con- than 5s. an acre in the early days of the
struction of the Eastern Railway was colony, was now selling at £918 or £20 an
£44,472 l8s. 5d. ; the cost of the rails acre. A great deal of our Kimberley
and fastenings, £927,968 2s. 9d.; the cost land was, in his opinion, quite equal to
of the compensation for land, £2,818; and that of Queensland for sugar growing,
the cost of the rolling stock £5,482 9s. and itwould be a thousand pities if they

were to alienate this land at the price
INVETMEN OF OANMONE (183).now paid for pastoral land in the dis-
INVETMET O LON MNEY(183).trict. The time he hoped was not far

Mns. SHENTON asked the Colonial distant when our Kimberley sugar lands
Secretary whether the balance of the would be in as great demand as the sugar
Loan just floated in London had been lands of northern Queensland now were,
invested, or was it still in the hands -lands which bad been monopolised by
of the Crown Agents; if so, on what, capitalists and speculators to the great
terms ?' . detriment of the colony. He therefore

TEE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. hoped our own Government would take
M. Fraser) replied that monies in the time by the forelock, and step in at once
hands of the Crown Agents, over and to prevent our own sugar lands being
above the amount which they may 'monopolised in the same way, by a few

rqieto meet disbursements for the tspeculators, at the expense of the public
Gvrment, were placed on deposit with I revenue. Sugar production in Queens-
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land had become the most important and
valuable industry of the colony, and he
ventured to say the day was not far oft
when we may compare the success of our
own sugar lands with those of Queens-
land. He seriously commended the
motion to the consideration of the House
and of the Government. Re hoped these
lands would be at once shut up from sale,
until we shall be in possession of full
information as to their fitness for sugar-

growing At a later period of the ses-
sionhe hoped to bring forward a proposal
that we should send some capable man
from this colony to have a look at the
Queensland sugar lands, and compare
them with our Kimberley land. From
what was known of our Camden Harbor
country, the soil and climate was almost
identical with those of the Isle of Prance
(Mauritius), and with those of the
northern portion of Queensland: and he
thought it would be most advisable in-
deed that our Government should lose
no time in sending somebody round to
prospect and have a look at the sugarlands of that colony (Queensland), and
see if the country does not present the
same appearance as some of our Kim-
berley lands. In the meantime be thought
these lands should be shut up from sale,
and should not be allowed to fall into the
hands of speculators and monopolists,
like the sugar lands of that colony had
done, half of which was held by two or
three individuals simply for the purposes
of speculation, the Government rucing
the day it had ever parted with its lands
to these people. He was very sorry that
his hon. colleague (Mr. McRae) was too
unwell to come to the House to support
this motion, as he had been for some
months in that part of our Kimberley
territory which was considered to be
adaptable for sugar-growing, and could
have given the House the benefit of his
views on the subject. Mr. McRae in-
formed him that there was a large quantity
of land there quite unfit for pastoral
purposes, and that to all appearance it
was identical in character with the sugar
lands of Queensland. Hle (Air. Grant)
had no personal object whatever to serve
in this matter: he was no more interested
in the subject than other members of
the House were, and he had simply
brought the matter forward in the in-
terests of the colony, to prevent our land

fa'lling into the hands of a few monopo-
lists and speculators, at a price much
below its real value.

Mu. STEERE said it appeared to him
the hon. member who had brought
forward this motion had not considered
what the effect of it would be, if adopted,
*-unless indeed the hon. member wished
to put an end to the sale of all lands in
the Kimberley district, for there certainly
would be a complete stoppage to the sale
of Kimberley lands if this motion were
acted upon. We did not know, the
Government did not know, no one knew,
what portion of the Kinmberley district
was suitable for sugar-growing, and,
under the present land regulations, it
was out of our power to put a stop to
all land sales in the district, even if it
were desirable we should do so. He did
not think the hon. member had fully
considered the purport of his motion,
and the injurious effects it would have
upon the development of the district.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN

,AI OSa (Hon. J1. Forrest) said that
wha ha ust fallen from the hon.

member for the Swan must commend
itself to every one; at the same time
they were possibly all in accord with the
hon. member for the North in wishing to
protect our lands. But it appeared to
him there was considerable difficulty in
the way of carrying out the hen, mem-
her's wishes in this respect, not knowing
what *lands were suitable for sugar,

growig and what lands were not suit-
able or sugar-growing. If he might be

permitted to make a suggestion, some
good might come out of the proposal if
the subject were referred to a select
committee. He did not see that the
House could do anything with it in this
way.-

MR. CAREY said probably the surveys
which were now being carried on in the
district might furnish some information
on the subject, which might guide the
Commissioner of Crown Lands in dealing
with it, as suggested by the hon. member
for the North.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest) said the sur-
veys now going on were not in the
northern portion of this territory, but
more to the south, working in about the
same latitude as the Fitzroy. The sugar
land, he believed, was considered to be
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situated more in the direction of the
Gleneig country.

Mu. MA MION agreed with what
had been said, that until we are in
possession of further information than
we possessed at present about the lands
that were stated to be suitable for sugar.
growing, it would be most unwise to
adopt this motion. It would simply
result in closing up the whole of the
district from sale, as it would be impos-
sible for the Government, with the
scanty information now available, to
discriminate what lands were sugar lands
and what were not. Under all the
circumstances he therefore thought it
would be impolitic to pass this resolu-
tion, though be could quite sympathise
with the object which the hon. member
had in view, as it was possible our more
northern lands might turn out to be of
much greater value than the price set
upon them at present. But even if they
should so turn out, he did not think it
would do us much harm if some of them
fell into the hands of wealthy speculators,
at 10s. an acre, if those who bought
them were prepared to incur the large
expenditure which would be necessary
before the lands could be utilised for
sugar-growing, which would very much
enhance the value of our own lands. in
the same locality, and prove a very good
thing for the colony. He thought, how-
ever, the motion was slightly premature
at present.

MR. CROWTHER was sorry he could'
not agree with all the speakers who
had addressed themselves to the subject
before the House, as one said black and
the other said white. For his own part be i
was in accord with the hon. member who
said white, the hon. member on his left
(Mr. Grant). It might be known to
many members that whatever his views'
upon the land question might be worth,'
he had always been consistently opposed
to the alienation of any of the colony's
lands by sale. He thougbt it would
have been the greatest good fortune that
could have happened to all these colonies,
if this principle hadl been acted upon,
from -their early foundation. He was
quite sure that if in this colony we had
never aflowed an acre of land to be'
alienated from the Crown by sale, except'
in and near townsites, there would have
been no occasion for taxation in any

shape or form; we might have had a free
trnts' free ports, and free trade. The

rnsof the land would, if the lands
were properly managed, have yielded a
sufficient revenue for all our purposes.
He hoped the motion of the hon. member
for the North would receive the serious
consideration of the House, and that no
lands of any kind would be alienated in
this Kimberley district, a district that
must of necessity-he cared not who
gainsaid it--become in time a colony of
itself. And if its lands, in these its
early days, were properly manipulated, it
might become a model colony, with free
bharbors and a free tariff, and be free
from taxation of any kind, the cost of
government being entirely met by the
rents derived from its lands. As to its
possessing any sugar Lands, he had very
serious doubts on that point; but as to
the quality of its pastoral lands and the
value of those lands, they knew very
well what people were quite prepared to
pay for them. He was very sure that this
district was what His Excellency had
called it, a " gold mine " for this colony,
and he sincerely hoped that not one soli-
tary acre of land, except in and near
towusites, would ever be alienated there.

MR. BROWN quite agreed with what
had just fallen from the hon. member for
the Greenough that if the land regula-
tions of the colony bad, from its founda-
tion, prohibited the alienation of any
lands by sale, the colony at the present
moment would have free ports, a free
tariff, and no taxation, for he believed
the whole of the colony would be still in
the hands of tbe original possessors of
the soil, its aboriginal natives, and lie
did not suppose they would ever have
trodbled themselves about a tariff or
about taxation. Seriously speaking, he
could not at all agree with the doctrine
which the hon. member had propounded,
-that it was detrimental to the interests
of a young colony to alienate, by sale,
its lands, and he hoped such a. doctrine
would not be applied to the Kimberley
lands. Up to the present, quite an
opposite principle had governed the
regulation of these lands, which might
be acquired like other lands, by the
payment of the price put upon them by
the Crown, in the same way as lands in
every other part of Australia, and he
hoped it woul continue so. There might
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be something in the motion of the bon.
member for the North, out of which even-
tually good might come; but he did think
it was premature, in the face of our present
meagre knowledge of the district, as it
Would be impossible, as it had already
been pointed out, for the Lands Depart-

nt to discriminate between the lands
that might be adapted for sugar-growing
and the lands that were only adapted for
pastoral occupation, so that for all prac-
tical purposes the hon. member might
as well have excluded the word " sugar "
from his resolution, aid have it apply
to all lands in the district. They had
had the question of the Kimberley land
regulations. before them for years past;
every session almost they had been
tinkering with them, and he trusted that
this session they would not attempt any
further tinkering with them. They had
now arrived at what he considered to be
a very fair compromise on this subject,
and lie quite agreed with the remark of
His Excellency the Governor in his
speech to the House, that, at any rate
until the approaching general election, it
would be unwise to reopen this question
of the Kimberley land regulations. He
thought it would be very dangerous
indeed to adopt the motion of the hon.
meomber for the North.

MR. GRANT said, notwithstanding
what had fallen from the hon. member
for the Gascoyne, he felt disinclined to
withdraw the motion. He bad possibly
given more attention and consideration
to these northern lands than the majority
of hon. members in that House had,
and hie was quite satisfied that a large
quantity of these lands were quite as good
asthuQueensland sngar-lands-landsthat
were now fetching £20 an acre, but
which thirt 'y 'years ago might have been
had for 6s. an acre. As he had already
said, one half of these lands were now
in the possession of a few speculators,
.'web as the Mcllwraiths; and who could
say but that there were a good many
lUcllwraiths knocking about this colony.
He felt so strongly on the subject that
lie was very munch tempted to divide the
House on the motion. (Mr. OROWTHER:
Postpone it.) By that time the ev'I
which he feared might have happiened;
the horse might be stolen.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) : Adjourn the debate.

Mn. GRANT said, as that appeared
to be the wish of the House, he would
do so, especially as it would, he hoped,
afford his hon. friend, Mr. McRae, an
opportunity of being in his place, and
give them the benefit of his opinions on
the subject, which were probably worth
the opinions of all other lion, members
put together, so far as a knowledge of
the lands in the northern portion of
our territory went. He would therefore
move that the debate be adjourned
until that day fortnight (August 6).

Agreed to.

GOLD PROSPECTING AND MACHINERY

FOR CRUSHING.
MR. GRANT, in accordance with notice,

moved: " That an bumble address be
" presented to His Excoellencey the Gover-
" nor, praying that he wil be pleased to
"place on the Estimates the sum of
"£500 to be expended in prospecting
"for the discovery of a Gold Field;
"and further, that the Government at an
"early date will erect at Fremantle the
"Quartz Crushing Machinery now lying
"there." The hon. member said this

was a subject that more directly in-
terested hon. members generally and also
the public at large than the Kimberley
land regulations; and he hoped this
proposed expenditure of money would
not be shelved on the grounds that it
ought to come out of our next loan. It
was a small matter of £500 only, and he
believed it would meet with the approval
of the public generally that this sum
should be spent in trying to discover a
gold-field. It was acknowledged that a
gold-field was the very thing the colony
wanted, to give us wealth, population,
and he did not know what,-riches all
round, no doubt. They had, from time
to time, had a good many high-priced
scientific men going about the colony, but
little or nothing had been gained by the
researches of these scientific gentlemen,
beyond that they told us, whiat we
already knew, that gold ought to be
found here. Mr. Hardman, lie believed
-he had not read his report himself, as
he dlid not attach much importance to
these reports; all the gold-fields he knew
of had been discovered by men of picks
and shovels and tin dishes-but even Mr.
Hardman, he was told, recommended
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that a search should he made by some Iupon practical diggers, and not upon
practical men, and that quartz-crushing, any more scientific experts, in whom the
machinery should be set up in the colony, public had very little faith.
This was9 about all, so far as he couldi Mn. BROWN said that had the hon.
make out, the colony had gained by the member, when moving this address,
employment of this scientific gentleman, stated that he was himself prepared to
and his (Mr. Grant's) words of last take the responsibility of looking after
session, when it was proposed to con- the expenditure of this money, he was
tinue his services, had come true. What not sure hie would have voted against it.
was wanted was practical men. We did Instead of that the bon. member pro-
not want to hear about schists and posed that it should be expended under
talcose and things like that; we had the direction of the district oad Boards.
heard quite enough about these scientific He was not aware that the members of
terms,-it was a gold-field we wanted, these Road Boards were practically ac-
The employment of this scientific gentle- quainted with the best means of finding
man was a mistake, he was a failure, for a gold-field, and he was afraid that money
oven the Government geologist himself so expended would be money that was
came back to the only practical way of not likely to lead to any practical results.
testing whether we had a gold-field or So far, very little good indeed had been
not, and that was to erect crushing derived from prospecting in this colony,
machinery and employ prospecting parties although a considerable amount of
of practical men. This gentleman vir- money had been expended in that way.
tually acknowledged that he himself had On the other hand, he thought that a
been utterly at fault in discovering what large amount of good resulted from a
was wanted. That gold had been found scientific geological survey, for it taught
in several parts of the colony was beyond people who had no personal knowledge of
doubt, and in some places-Peterwangy, geology where they might look for gold,
for instance-in considerable quantities. which was one advantage, and one only
It had also been found at the North, in out of the many which a new country
three or four places, and also in this part derived from the researches and reports
of the colony, but the great difficulty had of scientific men. For his own part, he
been to get the quartz tested. It was hoped that until we had a complete
very hard to get a satisfactory test con- gcological survey of the colony we should
ducted in the other colonies, as they always retain in the service of the
often wouldn't go to the trouble of clean- Government a competent geologist.
ing the pans which had previously' been Mn. STEERE said he intended to
used for crushing; but if we had our support this address, but not if the
own crushing machinery we might de- money, if voted, was to be expended as
pond upon the result. If we had some the hon. member who had moved it
practical miners prospecting about the proposed, by the Road Boards, for the
country, they could send any likely money he thought would then be simply
specimens of quartz they came across to thrown away. However competent these
be tested at Fremantle, under the eycsof Road Boards might be to construct or
our own people, and he thought this to repair a road, he did not think they
would be the nearest and cheapest road had any special qualifcations or practical
to find a gold-field. He would divide the experience in the way of prospecting for
money now asked for among the various gold. He haid read the report of the
Roads Boards of the colony, who might Government geologist for which the hon.
be asked to control its expenditure, and member for the North entertained such
he had no doubt many settlers would contempt-not personally he was sure,
supplement this vote by private assist- but in common with the hon. member's
aince-he would himself. He knew that contempt for geologists as a body-and
one settler (Mr. Moore) bad spent a he must say that Mr. Hardman had
good deal in this way at Peterwangy, and made some very practical suggestions;
no doubt theme were others, in different and he had himself intended to have
parts of the colony, who would be ready moved in this matter if the hon. member
to contribute their share, if they knew for the North had not done so. Mr.
that the money was going to be spent Hardman, in his report, said:-" It is
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"impossible in a hurried survey and
" where a, large tract of country had to
"be examined, to do more than obtain
4a general knowledge of the principal

"roek ~masses, and many places must
"unavoidably be passed over which might
"well repay investigation. In order to
"Bet the question at rest, it would he
"necessary to make detailed surveys of
"the most likely places, or to send out a
"prospecting party to examine a few of
"the most promising localities; and
,'I would recommend the valleys of the
"Preston and the Blackwood as most
"worthy of attention in this respect. A
"few judiciously placed shafts through
"the alluvium and other superficial
"deposits to the bed-rock would prove a
"large extent of country, as the washings

"of many reefs will be collected in the
" detritus ; whereas much time is lost in
" discovering a suitable reef for opera-
" tions, and then the trial proves only
"that one reef, and gives no indication
"of what may exist elsewhere; besides

"Cwhich the expense is; very much
"1greater." He thought that was a very
sensible and practical suggestion, which
could be cardied out without incurring a,
very great expense; but be doubted
whether £500 would be enough, and,
for his own part, be would be willing to
increase the -vote, if expended as Mr.
Hardman suggested. Mir. Hardman
added that should his suggestion be,
adopted he would be prepared to point;
ouit positions where the most favorable
results might be expected; and he (Mr.
Steere) thought the suggestion was one
well worthy the consideration of the
House, even although it entailed a con-
siderably larger expenditure than sug-
gested by tbe hon. member for the North.

MR. CAREY said the hon. member for
the Swan had forestal1led him in quting
the paragraph he did from the Govern-
inent geologist's report. He was sur-
prised that the hon. member for the
Gascoyne, who had such faith in geologists,
should he opposed to the expenditure of
money in carrying out a suggestion of the
Government geologist himself. It was
well known that gold had been found in
the district which he (Mn. Carey) repre-
sented, and which was referreA to by
Mr. Hardman; and, not long ago, Mr.
Simpson sent some specimens of the
quartz to the other colonies, with the

result-if he was correctly informed-
that it afforded every proof that a
payable gold-field could be worked in
that locality. He should be glad to see
the amount asked for increased to.£1000,
and expended in the manner suggested
by the Government geologist.

Mn. MARMION also expressed his
approval of the Government geologist's
suggestion, but did not think the money
should be expended in one district. The
subject was no doubt a very important
one for the colony.

MR. RAKDELL thought the better
way to accomplish the object which the
hon. member for the North had in view
was to postpone the consideration of the
question until a later period of the
session. He believed the feeling of the
House and the desire of the country
would be to a very large extent in favor
of the motion, and that the Government
should come down to the House with
sonic well-defined policy with regard to
this question. It was no use -voting
£500 this year and then drop the search
if not successful. There ought to be a
continuous annual vote for the purpose
until we had a thorough examination of
the country made, under Mr. Hard man's
or some other competent man's instruc-
tions. The matter would in that way be
set finally at rest. But £500 expended
in one district would certainly not set
the minds of the people at rest, nor
would it set the question of gold or no
gold at rest.

MR. OROWTEER spoke very hope-
fully of the country about Peterwang~y
as regards its gold-bearing charaocter, and
described several specimens of geld which
he had seen with his own eye brought
from that locality. For his own part, he
bad more faith in your practical digger
than your theoretical scientist.

THE: COMMISSIONTER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest) said they
had heard from the hon. member for
the North, not for the first time, that lie
had no great faith in geologists but a
strong belief in practical men; and the
hon. member for the Greenough seemed
to hold the same opinion. Probably it
was more popular (if he might 'use the
word) to speak against scientific men
than against practical men. But he did
not think this colony was much indebted
to these practical men in the matter of
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gold discoveries. They had had a good
many of them, from time to time, but
beyond the circulation of rumours, that
could not be relied on at all, nothing had
come out of it. On the other hand, the
scientific men employed by the Govern-
ment left something on record that was.
of interest not only to this colony but
throughout the civilised world. The
report compiled by Mr. H. Y. L. Brown,
for instance, and the report which would
be Laid on the table in the course of a
few days from Mr. Hardnan would be
read with interest in every learned society
in Europe, and also throughout Australia,
not only by scientific men but also by
men interested in pastoral and other'
pursuits, and, in this way, would prove
of great benefit to the colony. But your
pick-and-shovel men left no such records.
If they formed any opinions at all, they
kept them to themselves. They had no
reputation at stake if they circulated a
false or misleading report, and he was
surprised that any hon. member should
endeavor to exalt these men at the
expense of decrying scientific men. What
we knew of the geological formation and
character of our territory at all, we had
gained from these scientific men, and
not from your pick-and-shovel men, 99
out of 100 of whom would probably pass
over a metalliferous locality without
being aware of it, unless they were
directed to it. He thought it was time
we should give up decrying men who
devoted their lives to the study of this
important subject. He agreed that it
would be a wise thing to spend some
money in prospecting, but lbe would not
spend sixpence in that way except under
the direction of some scientific authority.
He thought that the expenditure incurred
by the colony in connection with the
geological survey now going on in the
Kimnberley district would result in a
great deal of practical good to the
country. He hoped the time was not far
distant when we should be able to do
something more in the cause of science
than we had dlone in the past. He should
himself very much like to see a geologist
permanently attasched to the Government,
staff of the colony, and also a skilled
meteorologist and astronomer.

ME. LOTON said that those hon.
members who had spoken on this subject,
seemed pretty well agreed that it wasI

desirable somne further steps should be
taken with regar to -f prospecting for gold.
Some hon. members appeared to pin
their faith to scientific men; other hon.
members Pinned their faith to praoctical
men. For his own part he went for
both, to a certain extent. His idea was
that they wanted science reduced to
practice, and, as they had a professional
geologist nowin the colony, there ought
not to be any great amount of difficulty
in carrying out this motion of the hon.
member for the North in a practical way.
If the scientific geologist would point
out the localities where prospecting was
likely to be attended with success, and
the practical pick-and-shovel men were
found to do the work, it appeared to him
that would be the most likely way to
discover a gold-field, if a gold-field
existed in Western Australia.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
Alf. Fraser) reminded the House that the
bonus of £5000 offered some years ago
for the discovery of a payable gold-field
was still in existence. Since that reward
was offered, the Government, as hon.
members were aware, had been fortuna te

eough to secure the services of Mr.
Hadga a a geologist, and he quite

agreed with his hon. friend the Surveyor
General as to the desirability of retain-
ing Mr. Hardman's services, and, so far
as our means allowed, of giving him the
assistance of some practical men, in
whom the hon. member for the North
appeared to have such unbounded faith,
to co-operate with him, so as to deter-
mine whether certain localities are gold-
bearing or not. He trusted the matter
might yet be put into a practical shape,
and that there would be funds available
to meet the wishes of both sides of the
House. His own opinion always had
been that there are auriferous lands in
this colony, and the only puzzle to him
was that what diggers called a payable
gold-field had not been discovered before
now. With regard to the erection of the
crushing battery at Fremantle, he did
not think there would be much difficulty
about that. The principal parts of the
machinery wvere still in existence, and the
original building was there yet. Probably
it would be better if the hon. member for
the North agreed to let the matter stand
over for the present; it should not be
lost sight of, and the financial part of
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the question might be again discussed
when considering the Estimates for the
coming year.

bi.. OROWTHER said he must em-
phatically protest against the idea put
forward by the Surveyor General that he
and his hon. friend on the left (Mr.
Grant) decried scientific men. What ho
said was that, so far as his limited know-
ledge went, of Western Australia, scien-
tific men had not given us any practical
information or p~ractical results-except
on paper; whereas pick-and-shovel men
had. What he objected to was having
these scientific men thrust down our
throats and money taken out of our
pockets, without any practical benefit
being derived from the operation. That
Mr. Hardman bad done a large amount
of good i some respects there could be
no doubt, but it could not be contended
for a moment that his reports had
]nduced anybody to take up an acre of
land in the colony, either for mineral or
pastoral purposes. Hereafter, possibly,
his reports might be of value, but what
we had to deal with was the present, and
what we wanted was practical results,
apart from the scientific value of geoloy,or astrology, or any other 'ology. Ifit
could be shown that the money expened
would be an advantage tous, byall
means let it be expended, but, for
heaven's sake, let the men who did the
work get the credit of it.

MR. GRANT said the Surveyor General
seemed to depend upon science altogether,
but could the lion- gentleman point out a
solitary instance of any benefit derived
by this colony from scientific researches'
in the way of finding gold. Could he do;
so as regards any of the other colonies?
Was it not notorious that gold in those
colonies had been discovered, not by
scientific men, but by miners, shepherds,
and others-all practical men. Geolo-
gists had made plenty of reports, but
they never discovered a gold-field. We
knew well enough that we had gold-
bear-ing quartz in this colony, and could
produce speimens of it, and, in this
respect, we knew as much as our geolo-
gist could tell us. What we now wanted
was some practical men to test this
quartz, and machinery to ascertain its
value.

Progress was then reported, and leave
given to sit again on August 6.

MESSAGE (No. 1): HIGH SCHOOL
SCHOLARISHIPS AND UNIVER-
SITY EXHIBITION.

Tnn SPEAER announced the receipt
of the following Message from His
Excellency the Governor:

" The Governor has the honor to
"request the Honorable the Legislative
"Council to favor him with their opinion
"as to whether it would not tend to
"further promote. the cause of Education
"in the colony if two Scholarships, of
"£50 a year each, tenable for three years

" at the Perth High School, were offered
" for aninal competition amongst the,
"pupils of both the Government and
"Assisted Primary Schools; and if one
"Exhibition, of £100 a year, to an Aus-
"tralia University, also tenable for three
"years, were offered for annual competi-
"tion amongst the pupils of the Perth
"High School.

" 2. Should the Council approve of
"this suggestion, which would involve a
"maximum expenditure of £600 a year,
"the Governor would be prepared to
"make the necessary provision on the
"Estimates of 1885, and to have drawn

"'up, for the approval of the Council,
"rules embodying the conditions of the
"Scholarships and Exhibition.

" Government House, Perth, 23rd
"July, 1884."

Ordered-That the consideration of
Message No. 1 be made an order of the
day for Monday, 28th July.

MESSAGE (No. 2): TIPORTATION OF
STOCK; DRAFT REGTULATIONS.

Tun, SPEAKER announced the receil~t
of the following Message from His
Excellency the Governor:

" The Governor has the honor to informn
" the Honorable the Legislative Council
" that he has had under his consideration
"1the important question of the policy to
"be adopted in this colony in order to
"guard against the introduction of
"diseases amongst stock.

" 2. A letter from the Premier of Vic-
"toria, on this subject was laid before the
"Legislative Council. last session.

"S . Mr. Service pointed out that the
"importation of cattle, sheep; or swine,
"from places outside the Australasian
"colonies is altogether prohibited in

Queensland, Victoria, and Tasmania;
",and invited the Government of Western
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"Australia to follow the example of these "The Governor has the honor to lay
"three colonies. "1before the Honorable the Legislative

"14. Subsequently, this Government " Council, for their consideration and
"received a letter, dated the 25th of " opiionl, a letter and annexure from

"'February last, from the New South " Mr. John Waddington, Consulting
"Wales Government, enclos8ing a Precla- "Engineer, of 35 King William Street,
" mation prohibiting the importation of "London Bridge, London, E.G., dated
"stock into that colony from places "the 16th of May last, embodying pro-

"beyond the Australasian colonies, for a " "posals for the construction of a railway
"period of two years from the 28th of " on the land grant system from York
"January last. This letter is now laid " to Gcraldton, 'vid Northam and New-
"before the Council. " castle.

" 5. The importation of stock from "12. In presenting these papers, the
"Europe and elsewhere appears to be "Governor feels bound to remark that a
"still permitted, under Regulations, in "considerable portion of the land along
?South Australia, and New Zealand. "the proposed route of the railway does

" 6. Subsidiary to the general question " not, -aoubtless through imperfect infor-
"of the importation of stock from beyond " matien obtained by Mr. Waddington,
"seas into the Australian continent, "answer to the description of the ' best
"there is the question of preventing the "producing land in the Colony.'
"introduction of stock diseases across "1Government House, Perth, 23rd
"our border from the neighboring eel- "July, 1884."
"onies. This consideration arises, just On [he motion of the COLONIA&L SueC-
now, especially with reference to the aREARY, the Message was referred to a

"Kimberley district, acro.s the Eastern select committee, consisting of the Corn-
" boundary of which large numbers of missioner of Railways, the Commissioner
"cattle and sheep may be expected to be of Ciown Lands, Sir T. Cockburn-
"driven from South Australia. Campbell, 'Mr. Steere, Mr. Brown, and,

" 7. Having referred the subject to a by leave, Mr. Marmion, Mr. Randell, Mr.
"tcompetent Committee, the Governor Orowther, and Mr. Loton.
" has received the enclosed report and
" draft Regulations, in the leading prin-
"ciples of which he entirely agrees. The MSAE(o ) EERP AE
"details of one or two of the Regulations MSAE(o ) EERP AE
"appear, however, to require some further ON ROEBOURNE LIE.
"consideration. THE SPEAKER announced the receipt

" 8. The Governor now requests the of the following Message from His

"Legilive Council to consider the Excellency the Governor:
''Regulations which have been prepared; ''With reference to the extension of

"'to inform him whether they agree in' "telegraphic communication northward
"1the policy expressed therein; and to " to Roebouirne, the Governor has the
"4suggest any addition to, or amendments'" honor to lay before the Honorable the
" in, the Regulations which to the Council I " Legislative Council a report, dated the
"tmay appear desirable. I:"23rd of May last, from the Postmaster

" Government House, 23rd July, 1884." IGeneral and General Superintendent of
Onl the motion of the COLONIAL Se- "Telegraphs (Mr. Helmich), in which

aRANT, this Message was referred to a' "that officer suggests that the ordinary
select committee, consisting of Mr. Steere, "telegraph rates be increased on this
Mr. Brown, Mr. Grant, Mr. Venn, Mr.: "portion of our line.
S. S. Parker, and, by leave, Mr. Davis,; " 2. The Governor will be glad to learn
and the mover. "the opinion of the Council in the matter.

MESSGE (o. 3: Mr WADINGTN'S 1"3. The Council will be interested to
PROPOSA-LS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION ko ha h oenrhsti vn

OF LND GANT AILWY FRM "ing received a telegraphic message from
YORK TO GERALD)TON. " Carnarvon. A station at famelin Fool
THE SPEAKER announced the receipt "has been open for some time.

of the following Message from His "1Government House, Perth, 23rd
Excellency the Governor: "July, 1884.",
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Ordered-That the consideration of
Message No. 4 be made an order of the
day for Friday, 25th July.

MESSAGE (No. 5) iCONTRACTS WITH
MESSRS. LILLY & CO. FOR STEAM
SERVICES.
THE SPEAKER reported to the House

the receit of the following Message
from His Excellency the Governor:

"Referring to the 20th paragraph of
"the speech with which he opened the
"session, the Governor has the honor to
"request the Honorable the Legislative
"Council to favor him with an indication
"of the course which they are of opinion
"should be Pursued with reference to the
"renewal, or otherwise, of the existing

"contracts with Messrs. Lilly and Corn-
"pany, for the steam services now estab-
"lished on the coasts of the colony.

" 2. These contracts, a printed colpy of
"which is enclosed, will terminate on
"the 14th January next.

" Government House, Perth, 23rd July,
",1884."1

On the motion of the COLONIAL SEe-
RtETARY, this Message was referred to a
select committee, consisting of Sir, T.
Cockburn - Campbel1l, Mr. Carey, Mr.
Veun, Mr. Marmiom, Mr. Crowther, and,
by leave, Mr. Brown, Mr. Grant, and the
mover.

IMPRISONMENT OF PORTUGUESE
SAILORS OF B3AUQUE, 'BERTHA,"
AT ALBANY.
Mn. CAREY moved for the pro-

duction of all papers, letters, telegrams,
&c., that had recently passed between
the Government and the Government
Resident at Albany, relative to the im-
prisonment of certain Portuguese sailors
belongingto thewhalingbarque "Bertha."
The hon. member said that a. great deal
bad been written and said with reference
to this matter, and he thought it desirable
that the House should be placed in
possession of all the facts of the ease.

THE: ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A. P. Weusman) hoped that after the
hon. member who had moved for the
production of these papers had heard
the few observations he should make to
the House, the hon. member would
further consider the matter, and that he

would not persist with his motion. So
far as the Government were concerned,
there was no desire to withhold from the
House all1 the information that could be
supplied with reference to the facts of the
ease,-in fact, the House as well as; the
public at large had already had every
opportunity, he believed, from the pub-
lished reports, of becoming acquainted
with the actual fadts of the ease. But
when the hon. member wished for papers
to be laid on the table, many of those
papers, or some of those papers, contain-
ing reports and advice from officers of
the Government, which had always been
considered confidential,-when the hon.
member asked for all the papers which
had passed on this subject to be laid on
the table, he thought the hon, member
was going beyond what was reasonable
and beyond what the hon. member
him sell would perceive was advisable.
The case against these sailors was heard
in open court, and the evidence was
published by the press, so that the facts
of the case were gown to all members.
The public were also aware from the
newspapers that His Excellency the
Governor exercised his prerogative on
the first hearing of thU as n released
the sailors, and that they were re-arrested,
and a report of the subsequent proceed-
ings had appeared in the columns of the
public press, so that all the facts of the
case were before,' the public. But when
the hon. mtember, not content with a
knowledge of the facts of the ease,
requested or wished to know the various
machinery which was employed, the
various opinions and reports and con-
fidential cornmunications that passed
between the departments of the Govern-
ment, he thought, the hon. member was
going beyond what he himself would
upon consideration deem advisable. If
there was any fact connected with the
case which the hon. member wished to be
informed upon, and which the news-
papers did not furnish, - if the hon.
member would mention it to the Govern-
ment, the Goverhnent would be very

hpyto furnish it. But when he asked
that all the papers c onnected with the
case, the confidential communications,
the opinions asked and the advice given
by the Crown Jaw officers to other officers
of the Government, be thought the hon.
member himself would see that ho was
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really going beyond what the casel
required. Under these circumstances
he hoped the hon. member would not
press his motion.

MR. CAREY said that when he gave
notice of this motion he had no thought:
whatever of asking for the production
of any confidential communications, nor,
did he wish anything laid on the table'
beyond what could, without prejudice,
be furnished to the public at large. He
was perfectly well aware that there must
be, in all matters of this kind, confiden-
tial communications between the officers
of the Government; but he desired
nothing beyond what the public at large
should be made acquainted with. The
hon. and learned gentleman said all the
facts of the case might be gathered from
the public press. He was sure, if the
hon. gentleman had read as carefully as
he had all that had appeared on the
subject in the columns of the various
newspapers, he would know it would be
a very hard thing indeed to arrive at any
conclusion on the subject, so much had
been said on one side and so much on the
other: and it was with the view of elicit-
ing the real facts of the case that he had
asked for these papers. Perhaps if the
letters and telegrams-not those of a
confidential character-were shown to
him, he would then be in a better posi-
tion to say whether he should press this
motion or not.

Sis, T. OOCKBURN.OAMPBELL said
he hoped the hon. member would with-
draw it. He (the hon. baronet) himself
thought a little while ago that it might
ibe desirable, in view of the large amount
of excitement which this affair had
caused, to obtain a statement from the
Government, and he interviewed his hon.
and learned friend the Attorney General
on the subject, but he found there was
nothing of interest to the public, beyond
what they already knew, to be com-
municated. The hon. member for the
Vasse said that the newspaper reports
were very contradictory, but, if the hon.
member would read carefully all that
had been said and written as regards the
actual facts of the case he would find
there was no discrepancy whatever. And
beyond ascertaining the actual facts of
the case he failed to see what object was
to be gained by this motion. It was
perfectly unreasonable to suppose that
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the Government could communicate to
the House any confidential comnmumca-
dions that had passed between them and
the Magristrate on the subject. The facts
of the case were well ascertained and
were not in dispute, and if the hon.
member merely wanted facts he (the hon.
baronet) himself could very easily fur-
nish them to him.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A. P. Henarnan): I myself will be happy
to furnish the hon. member with any
facts connected with the case-I do not
mean any opinion or advice given-if he
will apply to me.

MR. CARtEY: I will do so, and if' I
now withdraw this notice, and I am not
satisfied with the information I obtain, I
may renew it hereafter. J think, how-
ever, I will not withdraw it, but adjourn
the debate.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A. P. Rensman); I do not know what
further information. the hion, member
wishes. The case, as I have alreadyv said,
was tried in open court; and as to the
action of the Governor in the matter, in
the exercise of his prerogative, that is a
point upon which no one has any right
to question His Excellency, as to his
reasons. If the hon. member will tell
me now what facts he wants, I will let
him have them.

Mn. CAREY thought it would be
better he should not now say what it was
he wanted.

ME. CROWTHER failed to see what
was to be gained by threshing straws.
The sensational story which had been
circulated by a particular section of the
press with reference to the treatment of
these sailors-of their being chained by
the neck, manacled by the legs, and
hoisted into a boat like so much dead
cargo-was simply a lie.

Sin T. COOKBURN-CAMPBELL: It
was true.

MR. CROWTHER: That they were
chained by the necks and thus hoisted
into a boat?

SiR, T. COCKBURN - CAMPBELL:
Not chained by the neck, but handcuffed,
and thrust into the ship's boat.

MR. CROWT~HER believed that the
Magistrate in this case had exercised a
wise discretion. He may possibly have
made a mistake as regards his law, but
he knew him too well to know that he
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would ever be guilty of inflicting any
unnecessary hardship, or of doing an act
of injustice towards any man, British
or foreign ;and as for endeavorihng
to bolster up any charge against him
or the Government in connection with
this matter, it was all rubbish. His
advice to the hon. member was to let the
matter drop.

Mu. MAMMION said that, so far as
his acquaintance and knowledge of the
gentleman who filled the position of
Government Resident at Albany went, he
could cordially endorse what had fallen
from the hon. member for the Green-
ough. But he thought it would only be
an act of kindness towards that officer
himself, after what had been said that

levening, that there should be no ground
letfrsuggesting that there was an

apparent effort on the part of the
Government to burk any investigation.

MR. S. H. PARKER moved that the
debate be adjourned until Friday, July
26th, which was agreed to.

EXPENDITURE OF SCHOOL FEES BY
BOARD OF EDUCATION.

Mn. CAREY, in accordance with notice,
moved, " That an humble address be
"presented to His Excellency the Gover-
"nor, praying that he will be pleased to
"cause to be laid upon the table at
"return of all monies received by the
"Central Board of Education for school
"fees for the five years ending 1888, and
"for the half-year ending 30th June,
"1884: such return to show the amount
"from each district up to end of 1883,

"and from 1st January to 80th June,
" 1884, from each separate school. Also
"1an account of the expenditure of the
" fee fund for these years, and the
"balance in band." The lion. member
said he had already stated, when the
subject was before the House the other
day, that he looked upon this money as
so much public revenue: it was money
raised under an Act of Council, and he
thought the public had a right to know
how it was expended. Over £10,000 was
voted last year for education, besides
which a very considerable sum he believed
was received in the shape of school fees.

Tim COLONIAI SECRETARY (Hon.
MW. Fraser) said the hon. member asked
a similar question the other day, and he

then told the hon. member that the
returns which he asked for would take a
long time to prepare, but that the cash
book of the Central Board, which
showed every item received and expended,
could, if the hon. member desired, be
laid on the table of the House. The
hon. member, however, was not satisfied
with that, and now renewed his request
for the production of these returns.
There was no desire on the part of the
Government nor of the Central Board to
conceal anything in connection with this
expenditure, but he would again point
out that the preparation of these returns
would involve a large amount of labor,
and certainly they could not be prepared
by the Secretary to the Board without
some clerical assistance. Beyond saying
this, be had no intention to offer any
opposition to the hon. member's motion.

MR. CROWTHER said, if all the
information which the hon. member
asked for was to be found in the Board's
cash book, and that cash book were to be
laid on the table of the House, he
thought the hon. member might surely be
satisfied, without putting the country to
the expense of preparing these returns.
There was too much of this calling for
returns, in his opinion. In nine out of
ten cases, the returns called for were
never looked at except by the man calling
for them, and, he believed, sometimes not
even by the man who called for them.
What on earth more could any hon.
member want than the books of the
Department itself, which they were told
showed every item of expenditure. Why
put the country to the expense of pre-
paring returns which nobody ever read?

Me. MARMION said that as a member
of the Central Hoard, he might say he
was sure the Board would have much
pleasure in affording all the information
which the hon. member asked for-though
it was a question whether they could be
made to do so. The school fees received
by the Board, for a great many years,
amounted to a very small sum, but of
late years, owing to the energy and the
zeal displayed by the Board itself, the
fees had amounted to a, considerable sum,
and this afforded the Board an oppor-
tunity of carrying out many useful works
which otherwise would have to be neg-
lected. He agreed with the bon. member
for the Greenough as to the practical
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inutility of calling for these returnsi "the Council at any time during the
which, as a general rule, were only looked " course of a sitting of the Council, and
at by the member who moved for them. 1" shall by the Clerk be placed upon the

ME. CAREY said it was not to satisfy I" Notice Paper in the order in which
his own curiosity in any way that be bah " they are received.
moved for these returns, but for public. " 42. That no member shall make
information. The mere laying on the. "any motion initiating a subject for
table of the Board's cash book, for the: "discussion but in pursuance of notice

insection of hon. members, would not "given at a previous sitting of the
frnish the public with this information. I" Council, in accordance with the pro-

The matter had been discussed in the: " visions of Standing Order No. 41, and
public press for years past, and he knew '"duly entered on the Notice Paper."
that in his own district there was a i T1he bion. baronet said although the
general desire that these returns should present Standing Orders were not in
be made known, so that the public mtight accordance with those of the House of
know how the money was expended. He Commons they had answered very well
-was quite willing that the returns should in the early (lays of the Council, but
be lumped as regards the five years, and, they had become very inconvenient of
there could not be much trouble as Ilate, as every honl. member of the House
regards the last six monthis. imust have felt, and especially No.. 41,

The question was then put-" That which precluded a notice being given
the address be presented." A division after the business of the sitting had been
being called, there appeared- commenced. This led to a great waste of

Ayes... ...- ... 8 time in commencing the business, while
'members were engaged writing out their

Noes ... ... .. .. 9 1notices. He thought it would be much
- more convenient if the practice of the

Majority against.... I. House of Commons were adopted, and
AYES, NOES. members were allowed to hand their

kr . Bhrown..A P eqm
Sir T. C. Caapibol HO.. . ontan notices to the Clerk at any time during
Mr . rant air Crowther the course of the sitting. Constantly
Mr. Hoaerley Mr. Ojyde
Mrf. Higan Mr. LOW.n questions arose in the course of a sitting,
Mr. Ater Mir. S. S. Parker with readto which it mgtbe desir-
Mr. Von, Mr. RandeU ead ih
Mr. Carey (Tell"'). Xr. Sbenton able to give notice, but under the present

Ito.. M. Praer (Telle), rule this could not be done until the
The motion was therefore negatived, following day; and the result had been

that the Standing Order was being
BILLS OF EXCHANGE BILL, constantly evaded. It would be much

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. more convenient, he thought, to do away
A. P. Hensman) moved the first reading 1with it, and introduce the praictice of the
of a Bill to codify the Law relating to House of Commons. With regard to
Bills of Exchange, Cheques, and Pro-. No. 42, the proposed amendment in that
misoyNotes. was merely a verbal amendment, so as to

Moin agreed to. make it tally with No. 41. It might be
Bill read a first time. j said, as this was the last session of the

present Council, it would be better to
wait, and frame new Orders when the

AMENDMENT OF STANDING ORDERS, new Council met; but as they had nearly
Nos. 41 AND 42. the whole business of the Session yet

Six T. COOKBURN-OAMPBELL, in before them, and, as the adoption of the
accordance with notice, moved, " That new Orders would greatly facilitate the
"Standing Orders Nos. 41 and 42 be work, he thought it would be well if the
"repealed, and the following Orders, House were to adopt them now.

:"framed in accordance with the practice MR. STEERE said he had himself
"of the House of Commons, be substi- frequently felt very great inconvenience
"tuted in lieu thereof:- from the present practice, limiting them

", 4z. That notices of question or of to giving notices at the commencement of
"motion may be given to the Clerk of a sitting, and, for bis own part, he should
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be very glad to see the amended Orders THE; COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
adopted. M. Fraser) suggested the omission of

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. the words "1to the Clerk of the Council,"
MW. Fraser) while agreeing with the bon. in No. 41, otherwise hon. members would
member for Plantagenet as to the expe- never know what notices had been given.
diency of amending the Standing Order The present p)ractice was for an bon.
referred to, was afraid that it was out of member to read the notices aloud as he
their power to do so. The present Stand. gave them, so that everybody knew what
ing Orders were adopted on the 19th notices had been given; but if members
July, 1880, and the last of them pro- simply handed their notices to the Clerk
vided " that the whole of these standing at the table, no one but the member
Rules and Orders shall continue in force giving the notice would know what it was
until the dissolution of this Council." about. He had often found occasion to
In the face of this Order, he failed to see take immediate action upon hearing a
by what power or right they could now, notice read in the House, and thus came
by any resolution of the House, do away prepared to meet it next day; whereas if
with the Standing Orders now in force, he had not heard the notice read when it
He did not say they could not add to was given, he would have known nothing
them, but he thought it was out of their about it until he saw it on the Notice
power to do away with any of them. Paper next day.

Sin T. COCKBURN-CAMPBELL said Six T. COCKBUIRN-CAMPBELL said
the Constitution Act gave the Council he had purposely worded the new Order
power to amend their Orders. This last as it stood, so that it should not be
rule referred to must be read in the necessary for members to read these
light of common sense. What was notices, and to interrupt the business of
obviously meant was that the present the House. In doing so he had simply
Standing Orders shall remain in force followed the practice of the House of
until they were amended. Commons, and, so far as he knew, of

MR. SPEAKER said the Constitution every other Legislative Assembly. As
Act no doubt empowered the Council to to the practice of members reading their
alter the Standing Orders, but the ques- notices aloud, his experience of the prac-
tion was whether it would be worth while tice was that no one ever seemed to listen
altering them at this eleventh hour of to these notices, knowing that they would
the existence of the present Council. appear on the paper next day. If, how-
The Standing Order referred to by the ever, it was considered an objection to
Colonial Secretary, providing that the assimilate our practice with that of the
present rules shal remain in force until Hueof Commons, he would waive his
the dissolution of the Council, must, he opposition to the words objected to by
thought, be taken in the sense attributed the Colonial Secretary being struck out.
to them b 'y the hon. member for Plan. MR. MARMION said it often hap-
tagenet, for this reason: when the prsn pened~ that notices were given for the

Counil ameto e dssoved prsen very next day following, and he thoughtCoucilcam t bedisolvdand a new it las very desirable that hon. members
Council was formed, the new Councilshudavsoeitmintatuc
would as a matter of course almost anod uhav noie hniadtben given souas
adopt the Standing Orders when it met, to bec peare fniothc a er ie theys
and, if so, they could not be amendedtobpraedfrithwsehy
until another dissolution took place, if would:, know nothing about it until they
the construction put upon the Standing were called upon to discuss it. it was
Order referred to by the Colonial Secre- quite possible that this was the practice
tary were to hold good. -in the House of Commons, where the

The question was then put-Ta parliamentary session lasted six or seven
Tha months; but, with our short sessions,

Standing Orders Nos. 41 and 42 be lasting not more than six or seven weeks,
repeled:things had to be done very quickly, and

Agreed to. hvery short notices as a, rule were given.
Upon the question being put-That; It was just possible that the new rule

the amended Orders be substituted in miight lead to the expedient known as
lieu of the Orders repealed ",,stealing a march," unless some pro-
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vision were made whereby members On the other hand, he admitted it would
should know what the notices were about be inconvenient for hon. members t-o be
before they were called upon to deal with getting up during a, sitting to read these
them. If it were provided that no notices aloud, while there was other
notice should be given for the next dlay business before the House. There was a.
immediately following-so that member s considerable difficulty to his mind in. the
might have an opportunity of seeing a matter, but he thought it would be very
notice on the paper one day at least objectionable to have the notices given
before it came on for discussion, his to the Clerk as it were privately. He
principal objection to the new rule would would therefore move that the words "1to
be removed, though he was afraid it the Clerk of the Council," in the first
would still lead to some inconvenience, line of the proposed Order No. 41, should

AIR. RANIDETJL said that notwith- be struck out.
standing the august precedent relied Question put-That the words pro-
upon, he bad no sympathy with the posed to be struck out stand part of the
alterations proposed, and he thought the question.
hoeu. baronet himelf had referred to a A division being calledc for, the iuni-
very good reason why the matter should hers were-
not Dow be dealt with, namely, that thc Ayes .. .. . 13
present Council expired by eftbnion of
time with this session, and it might be Noes .. .. .. 8
left to the new Council to amend the
Standing Orders if they wished to do so. Majority for ... ..

He thought it was very desirable indeed I AYES. NoES.
that members should hear all notices I r Burt Hon. T. Friane

given openly and publicly in the House, a ~r, Carey H-on. J. Forrest

and also that the reporters should hear ite. omtMr. Glyde

them, so that the public might have an .~ Hamemley Mr, Lotoai
opportunity of seeing them in ,print, Mr. S. PROWr Mr. Icadeli (Tllee).
before they came on for discussion, as the Dir: Slen
public were often interested in the busi- Dir- st-eo
ness of the House. Sir7T.OQ atpbe] (Teller) .1

Si. T. COCKBURN..CAMPBELL The motion was then put and passed.
thought the evils apprehended by some
hon. members from the proposed change IThe Rouse adjourned at eleven o'clock,
of practice were imaginary rather than p.m.
real. He did not think there had been
any disposition manifested to show any- -I
thing but a fair spirit in connection with I ________

the proceedings in that Rouse, and he--
did not suppose the adoption of these
amended orders would cause any change
in that respeet. I LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

MR. LOTON said, no doubt the object
in view was to facilitate the business of Tkureday, 241h July, 1884.
the House, but, in doing so, he thought,
the House should watch very narrowly; Wharf at carnarvou.-Rabbita and the Rabbit Act-

that ny Sandig Orers ntroucedin: l Deoeflerg Bill- third reading-RegulationthatanyStadingOrdrs ntrduce in of ~h~pingBl~, tirdreading-Suppimetnta27

lieu of those now in force were not a, Estirnates, 41±s in committee-Adjournment.

retrograde step. From what had fallen,
in the course of the discussion he was' THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
inclined to think it would have been very noon.
wise to have allowed the Standing OrdersPAES
in force to remain as they were. It ap-'PAES
peared to him that to hand the notices toWHRATC NRV .
the Clerk at the Table, without their being' lR TCAN VN
read at all, would be a very objectionable Mn., BROWN, in accordance with
practice in a small assembly like ours. I notice, asked the Director of Public
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